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William Peckasked on 

How best to convert a book to .pdf (simple approach)





I'm attempting to convert a 130 page memorial book to searchable pdf (tons of pictures, but also lots of text).


I've converted 18 pages so far
- scan to .pdf
- convert on Adobe website to Word.docx
- clean up the Word doc and save to searchable .pdf - works great.


Two issues
- so far it's 1.2 mb so at the current pace it will end up 8 mb, likely 12mb+. Ultimately it will be on a website to download, so not too bad. But any suggestions to limit the size will be appreciated
- Some of the text is interpreted by Adobe converter as an image and so it's all jumbled up and I have to re-write everything in Word


The first image will convert as expected. 
The second one (pink in the book) didn't work at all and I had to re-write.
















Paul Sauvé








how exactly are you scanning the pages of your books?


i use a Brother all-in-one (printer-scanner-fax) & i can scan as PDF (B&W or color)










William Peck



ASKER







Paul,


I have a snazzy new HP Smart Tank 5100 - - - scanning is all through the app, it works really well. For example, you can move pages  around in the app before saving. Which I had to do when I scanned the wrong page. The printer is nice fancy technology but doesn't have a feeder ... which is weird since my 10 year old HP Office Jet Pro does ... so that was a surprise but I'm surviving.


For the size of the document, I decided to keep the Chapters as individual .pdf's, I think that will be more manageable, and people can digest in chunks.






gr8gonzo








Is this a unique book or do you have several copies? If you have several copies, take one and remove the binder and then put it into an automatic feeder on a double-sided scanner.


I use a canon image formula r40 and it scans both sides of a stack of sheets into a searchable PDF in just a couple minutes (it's extremely fast).
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@gr8gonzo - I do have several copies, and I've removed all pages from the binder. I don't have a double-sided scanner. 


Wow - nice on the r40! The Adobe conversion was great I think and it converted to Word with 97% accuracy. Print was hard to read as it couldn't handle William very well.


I'm all done now - 132 pages, but need to review and spot-check, etc. Here's a sample conversion - e.g., it converted the 0-zero in 1970 as an O so I had to clean that up.
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HP Smart Tank 5100 had trouble with some graphics, but my old HP OfficeJet Pro 6978 did better on a couple of pages.


HP Smart Tank 5100



HP OfficeJet Pro 6978 (nice and clean)
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This solution is only available to members.
To access this solution, you must be a member of Experts Exchange.
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@Paul - - - thanks, I'll have a look, didn't know about that ... so I did 1200 dpi and it looks good ... but it took FOREVER ... couple of minutes ... 


I assume this would make the Adobe Convert to Word.docx better ... but now I might have to re-do the entire project (at home) (ugh) ... dang. I'll try a couple of pages to see.


Options for dpi are 75, 150, 300, 600, 1200.


Here's 1200
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what are the resolution in the HP OfficeJet Pro 6978?
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same but it defaulted to 1200 ... learn something new every day!
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Well, I have to re-do the whole thing, but it's necessary and worth it. About 4 minutes per page @ 1200 dpi. Will be a better product.
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Adobe can only convert up to 600 dpi, so I'll have to give that a try ...


UPDATE: Worked great.
















